MISSIONS NEWS  Pacific Union Congregational Church †Sunday, March 6, 2010
Some history:
 "The country of Honduras is divided into 18 departments much like a U.S. state is divided into counties. The 531,000 people who live in the department, Yoro, are among the poorest of Honduras. The poorest people that live in Yoro are the Tolupan Indians that inhabit the remote mountain villages. There are around 10,500 Tolupan that have formed a labyrinth of trails that connect their villages across the primitive mountains of Yoro. But, this tribe began long before there were departments, national borders or European conquistadors. They are descendants of the Mayan civilization. “Rick Beck (missionary to Honduras)
SPIRITUAL REPORT
1.Gabriella & Carlos Alberta Valle are the current leaders of the Church at Yorito Honduras who minister to the Tolupan Indian people. In the past month of February, they have started a ‘ visitation ministry ‘  to the sick and infirmed in the area which means travel for Carlos to the homes of these people. This is exciting. This is an opening for the gospel and work of the Holy Spirit in a needy place.

2.On this past Friday, March 5th, the Yorito Church has hosted a service with visiting representatives from three other churches in the mountains. They are Vallesito, El Plan and Montana de la Flor churches. This service is for the purpose of developing unity between them which has caused good excitement on behalf of the people of Yorito for an interesting reason beyond the obvious. The Yorito have lost touch with the ancestry and traditions which they miss. These visiting groups still have peoples in the various groups who speak the original Tolupan language and have traditions and skills from the past to share with the people of Yorito. This is a good bonding for them as well as the unity of the body of Christ.
3.The Spanish bibles that were supplied by the mother & son from Adamsville RI & Vermont respectively, were sent from PUCC, should be picked up in Honduras this week. Pray for their good use.
BUILDING ACTIVITY & PROGRAM

1. Re-cap on tool shed ( really a large barn) 24’ x 16’ has been built ( yes already wow) and the tools have a house. 
2. The ‘American Standard Style ‘restroom facility nick-named Hotel Pacaya (lol) has been moved and is now waiting for finances in order to plumb and connect the water to it for use.

3. The site that Carlos graded last month needs to be seeded with good grass seed on the Amphitheatre side to prevent loss and erosion of the finished grade shape. Money is needed for this seed. 
4. The oven that was built during the last visit at Beto’s house by Jon & Sergio took a little ‘ding’. It has been rebuilt closer to Carlos’ house. This oven is for the use of the women in the village to make bread to sell for part of their own incomes. 

Prayer Requests 

1. Continued prayer for Carlos & Gabriella Valle’s marriage. That their marriage would be a witness to the men of the community.  Also for their protection and provision and blessings from God. And of course, that many would come to the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ through this ministry.
2. Pray for Carlos and his traveling partners that go to Montana de la Flor by bus seven (7) hours ride. It is dangerous both from the ride and the other passengers.
3. For Tristan & Beth Mohagan for the safe birth of their first child in Honduras which is due in May-June. They will be traveling to the US ( CA) to a family wedding this month. Pray for safe trip and safe baby.

4. For Tiche’ 89 years old, who is the tribal leader’s father and is still very ill with a severe catheter infection. Please pray for his complete healing. He also needs food. If you would like to help feed Tiche’, Sergio Mazo will send this money to Josephine to insure it becomes food for Tiche’. Very little money goes a very long way.  
5. Pray for unity of spirit in the body of PUCC missions. Missions are the enemy of Satan. And pray for the pouring out of the Holy Spirit us all so that we may be continued and  more useful tools in God’s hands.
FUNDING NEEDS

The building fund for the school requires a total sum of $21,000.  There is at this time approximately $2,400. in the account or more. The pizza parties are actively generating happy tummies and cash for Christ. 

FUND RAISING IN PROGRESS

1. Gift cards; A percentage of each card purchase goes to missions. These are for grocery stores, clothing, airline tickets etc. much more.  See Diane Amaral or Bernie Palmer.

2. Dinner for Two books; They cost about $30. & $10 of that goes to missions.- See Barbara Machado

3. Scrapbooking;  The funds go to missions. The first group is full.   See Robin Mazo to start another either 6 or 12 people.
4. Pizza in FR on the 3rd Sunday night of the month; A percentage of $$ goes to missions.  See Bernie Palmer for coupon.
5. Necklases and jewelry; A percentage goes to missions.  See Diane Amaral

6. Recycling of metals - precious or otherwise; See Larry Palmer 
IDEAS FOR FUND RAISING

All ideas welcome. You may contact Nicole Gardikis, Chairperson of the Fund Raising Committee. 
1. The current thoughts are for a fundraising dinner held for the public by renting a site with an approved kitchen.

2. Also, traveling to other churches to show a slide show of Honduras project by the team’s that have traveled there.
A Visitor & Another Story

Ibrahim, a friend of Paige Gibbs and a student at UMass, Dartmouth, MA in his last year there,  visited with us this past Sunday and shared an encouraging message to our congregation.  As a child, he had been a recipient of the ‘ Christmas Shoe Box “ gifts that we send to the Franklin Graham ministry for distribution through out the world. Ibrahim shared the importance of the boxes to him as a child. He is from Sierra Leone, West Africa. He said that no gifts are received or given there because there is nothing that can be spared to share. So the ‘ shoe box ‘ was miraculous to him and others who received them. Even the notes were enchanting to him. He said, “As a child I thought, “ How does this person know me to send me this card?”
Ibrahim also shared that he was a forced child soldier in Sierra Leone which left it’s emotional scars. The movie with Leonardo DiCaprio , “ Blood Diamonds”  tells a story  about the conflict of Sierra Leone that started in 1991. I think the characters are fictional but it really gives a sense of the terror of the time. Ibrahim lived in this conflict. I put a You Tube URL that has footage of the story and the triumphant spirit of the youth in it’s aftermath. It is a harsh video with a wonderful end. (It is not for children’s view) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tiqHKFMPhHw
There was a family in the US that sponsored & housed Ibrahim from refugee camp in Senegal where he had escaped to from Sierra Leone, I believe, when he was 15 years old.  He has gone through high school and college here in the US. 
Ibrahim told us in fellowship time at church about his experience a few years ago. He traveled back to Sierra Leone on break from school. He saw children still living on the streets who are orphans and some of the youngest of the child soldiers who are still shunned. Ibrahim made contact with a pastor while he was there, who had a church and a school. Ibrahim helped put those street children into school with lodging and bought their uniforms for school. He continues to help support this as he lives and works here in the US. PUCC will have more info on this later.
