Bible Reading Program - Isaiah 61 -66
Background.  As the great symphony of the book of Isaiah comes to a close, we are left with two great contrasting themes that are woven together through the last 6 chapters of the book.  You will see redemption against the backdrop of judgment, a glorious new heaven and new earth in contrast to a dump filled with burning bodies (one of the images of hell).  As it was with Noah and the parting of the Red Sea, God’s final salvation of his people will come with judgment on his enemies and a new world cleansed of evil for his people to live and enjoy His presence.  
Isaiah 66:14 When you see this, your heart will rejoice and you will flourish like grass; the hand of the LORD will be made known to his servants, but his fury will be shown to his foes. 

Isaiah 61. The Year of the Lord’s Favor.  Read the chapter along with Luke 4:16-21.  After reading both passages: Who is the speaker in verses 1-8?  What will this mystery person do for the people of God? What has already been accomplished?
Isaiah 62.  Jerusalem’s New Name.  Compare the old names for Jerusalem and its people with its new names.  What does this tell you about what God is going to do for his people? (Hephizibah means ‘my delight is in her’, Beulah means ‘married’ and the word ‘redeemer’ is the same word used to describe Boaz’s role in the book of Ruth.)
Isaiah 63:1-6.  God’s vengeance on his enemies.  What image is used to describe God’s judgment on the wicked?  
Isaiah 63:7-64:4. God’s story with Judah.  As you read this passage, trace the story of God’s relationship with his people (hint: it begins with God rescuing Israel from slavery in Egypt – see Exodus 11-15).  What do you notice about God?  What do you notice about his people?  

Isaiah 64:5-12.  God’s people repent.  Repentance (confessing our sins to God and asking for his mercy) is an important part of following Jesus.  What can this passage teach us about true repentance?  
Isaiah 65-66. God responds with judgment and salvation
In these final chapters, there are two groups of people, servants (65:8) and those who ‘forsake the Lord’  (65:12) who will have two very different experiences on the day of the Lord’s return.  What will the experience of God’s servants?  What will the new heavens and new earth be like?  What will be the experience of God’s enemies? What hope can we draw from these last two chapters?  What warnings do we see?
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