Bible Reading Program – John 11-15

Background.  At the beginning of chapter 11, Jesus begins his final return to Jerusalem.  This next section of John’s gospel will focus on the week Jesus’ crucifixion: the Triumphal Entry (Palm Sunday), Jesus’ last Passover meal with his disciples in the Upper Room (Maundy Thursday), Jesus’ arrest on Thursday night, his trial and execution on Good Friday.  John devotes 9 chapters, nearly half of his gospel to the events of this one week in the life of Jesus. 

Jesus in Bethany (John 11 – 12:11)

Bethany was a small village located less than two miles from Jerusalem.  

· What event triggered Jesus’ return to Jerusalem?
· The Jews of Jesus’ day assumed that illness was the result of sin.  What was the purpose of Lazarus’ illness according to Jesus? (Compare this to the reason for the man born blind in chapter 9)
· What do we learn about Jesus through the death and resurrection of Lazarus? (Remember that John’s central purpose for writing this gospel is to reveal the true nature of Jesus.  Look for an ‘I am’ statement by Jesus in this chapter.)
· How do many of the Jews’ respond to Jesus after this miracle?  How do the Jewish authorities respond to the miracle?  Why?
· Why does Mary anoint Jesus with oil?  What does it reveal about Jesus? Why does Judas respond the way he does?
Jesus returns to Jerusalem (John 12:12 – 12:50) 

Jesus rides the two miles from Bethany on a colt of a donkey.  One thing to remember is that Jewish royalty rode horses during times of war and donkeys during times of peace.  Also, to better understand what is happening, I read Psalm 118 and Zechariah 9:9-13, which are both quoted in this chapter.

· Who spreads the word about Jesus’ return?  Who cringes in the shadows?
· What does Jesus predict about himself?  How are we called to respond?  What does Jesus promise to those who believe?  Why are people afraid to follow Jesus?  
Jesus’ Last Meal with his Disciples in the Upper Room (John 13 – 15)

These are the last words of a master/teacher with his students.  It is important for us to pay to special attention to the teaching contained in these chapters.  The setting is also important. The night before Jesus was crucified, he celebrates the Passover for the last time with his disciples.  From our reading of Exodus you might remember that the Israelites celebrated their first Passover, the night before God set them free from Egypt.  This time it is not the firstborn of Egypt that will be struck down, but God’s firstborn son who will die to set us free from slavery to sin.

· How does Jesus demonstrate the “full extent of his love” (as John describes it in 13:2) in these chapters?  How are we to respond to this love?
· What is the central theme and command in Jesus’ teaching?  What are the disciples to do in the absence of Jesus? What are we to do with the love of Christ?
· Why is Jesus leaving the disciples?  Why does this give us hope?
· What does Jesus’ teaching about the vine tell us about our relationship with Jesus and Jesus’ relationship with the Father?  
· How has Jesus’ relationship with his disciples changed? What will life be like for the disciples once Jesus is gone?  How will they be empowered to carry on Jesus’ mission?
