Bible Reading Program – Exodus 36-40
God’s Dwelling Places

First God walked with man (Genesis 5:24:69), then He desired to dwell with him (Exodus 25:8).  His glory came to the tabernacle (Exodus 40:34), but when Israel sinned, the glory departed (1 Samuel 4:21-22).  The glory dwelt in the temple (1 Kings 8:10-11), but then departed again because of the sins of the people (Ezekiel 11:22-23).  The glory came in the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:14) and dwells now in believers individually (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) and the church collectively (Ephesians 2:20-22).  One day God’s glory will be revealed in a new heaven and earth and a perfect city where His people will dwell forever (Revelation 21:1-10).

In the tabernacle there were key tabernacle pieces.  What do some of these pieces signify – atonement cover, curtain, anointing oil, bread of the presence, table?

In chapter 36 what brought the people together?  How large a task was this – just to make the cloth?  What are the urim and thummin?  Why are they used?

Do you think that if we expect God to be concerned about the details of our lives we should pay attention to the details of His instructions?

Moses was careful to inspect the work to see that it was just what God had commanded.  How many times can you find the word “commanded” in these chapters? (at least 15).  Then Moses blessed the people (Exodus 39:43).  Should we take time to thank those who bless us every day?  (Ruth 2:4)

See the contrast between the old covenant (earthly tabernacle) and the new covenant in Hebrews 9!

When the tabernacle was finished, did Moses wait for God’s instruction?

God told Moses when and how to furnish the earthly tabernacle.

Was there a fragrance in this Holy place?  Should we have a fragrance about our lives that makes the world think we’re different?  When God’s presence filled the tabernacle, should it remind us of the Holy Spirit’s filling?

