Bible Reading: Amos 6-9
Amos - a prophet in a time of luxury and excess, “An Indian Summer” of prosperity and affluence in the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  But what Israel saw as the beginning of a “Golden Age” was “really the last flush of a terminal illness.”  (ESV Study Bible)

Reading Amos, can you see the sins that prosperity can lead to?  Can you list some that are quite obvious?

One theme is “the Day of the Lord”, is this a day of national triumph for Israel or a day of national judgment?

Prophecies of Israel’s punishment (chapter 6)

Judgment is close … how can you tell?

What images of Amos’ are burning, powerful sarcastic cries?

Israel, no doubt rejoiced in chapter 1,2 of Amos’ prophecy, now they are realizing the truth of 3:2

Pictures of Israel’s punishment (chapter 7)

Amos is shown 3 things; what are they and what do they have to do with judgment?

What is going on in the second part of this chapter between Amaziah and Amos?  Compare and contrast their persons and ministry.

Promises of judgment and restoration (chapters 8-9)

Amos tells us how to know when a society is ripe for judgment, do you see it?

Finish this from Amos: the end is near because ….    (remember that in all their prosperity they were only about 30 years from the Assyrian invasion that would demolish their nation forever).

Can you imagine a God who is actively involved in this judgment?  (notice the “I wills” of 8:9-12) Is this disturbing?

Perhaps more terrifying is the inability of Israel to escape the judgment of God (9:1-4).  Similar to Psalm 139 but this time not comforting.  When God wants to judge them …

Notice the end of Amos’ prophecy (9:11-15; quoted in Acts 15:16-17).  What do you make of that?  Does this make sense in Amos’ prophecy?  How does it leave us?  (Romans 11:22)

Can you think of any other examples of judgment / restoration?

