Bible Reading Program: 2 Kings 8-14
The book of 2 Kings can be summarized in 10:32 – “the Lord begins to reduce the size of Israel.” We watch the downward spiral of Israel and await the final judgment of a patient yet righteous God (Assyria).

Kings of Israel and Judah to the Fall of Samaria (8-17)

What do you make of Hazael hearing the prophecy from Elisha and then murdering Ben-hadad?  (8:7-15)?  Would you feel at all responsible?

It seems that some of the kings of Judah were as wicked as the kings of Israel; why were they treated differently? (8:16-24)

Jehu and Joash (9-12)

Revenge of a king – Jehu assassinates … exactly who does he kill and why?

What do you make of Jehu?  Put on your sword-proof vest and go and tell Jehu where he went wrong.  Help him out of the mess he has gotten into.

Refuge of a king … tell us about the near total destruction of the house of David … the closest Judah has ever come to the promise not being fulfilled.  (2 Samuel 23:1-7)

These are darks days on both sides of Israel … eventually there is a bloodless coup, well-planned and executed and Joash is brought to the throne.  He is one of the good kinds and has a long reign.  What do you see in these “royal meanderings”?  Quite similar to all the royal baloney that goes on later in France and England, isn’t it?  Why is this?

Elisha dies … the nation spirals downward (13-14)

Any good kings in Israel?  What does this mean (10:29; 13:2; 13:11)?

Explain the difference to Jeroboam II between prosperity and spiritual prosperity.  

What happens when Elisha dies (13:14-24) – what does this mean?
