Bible Reading Program – 1 Kings 8-14
Background.  Haunting the story of Solomon is a promise that God made to King David his father.  In 2 Samuel 7:12-16 God promises that one of David’s sons (or descendents) will build “a house for my name” (a temple) and God will establish through this son a kingdom that will last forever.  The question now is this: is Solomon that son or is there another?  Chapters 8-14 will answer this question for us.  

Chapter 8 – Solomon dedicates the temple.  Things are looking good for King Solomon. He has just completed work on a magnificent temple and now he brings the Ark of the Covenant, Israel’s most holy object that contained the 10 Commandments is brought to the temple.  What do you make of Solomon’s statement in verse 13?  Compare this boast to what he prays in verses 27-37.  The question “will God really dwell on earth?” is really the question that drives the plot of the entire Bible.  How does the Bible answer this question?  Take a look at Revelation 21:1-4.   In Solomon’s prayer of dedication (8:22-55) there is a distinct pattern: “when we call out to you at this temple” … “then hear from heaven”.  What connection does Solomon make between the temple he has built and God’s true dwelling place in heaven?
Chapter 9:1-9 – God appears to Solomon.  After the temple is dedicated God appears to Solomon and repeats the promise that he made to his father David.  What conditions must Solomon meet to be the promised Son who will be the beginning of a forever temple and kingdom?  What will happen if Solomon fails?  As you read the rest of these chapters ask yourself:  is Solomon this son or is there another?  If there is another son, who might that be?

Chapter 9:10 – 10:29 – Solomon’s achievements.  What are the signs that God has kept the promise he made to Solomon in 1 Kings 3:10-14?  What are some signs of trouble?  (To help answer this question, read Samuel’s warning to Israel when they asked for a king (1 Samuel 8:10-18).  Do you see this warning coming true?)
Chapter 11 – Solomon fails to be faithful to God.  What finally pushes Solomon over the edge?  What are the consequences of Solomon’s failure?  Who will bear those consequences?  Is this fair?  (Keep reading to find out the answer.)  What promise does God make to Jeroboam?

Chapter 12 – Rehoboam’s Failure and Israel’s Rebellion.   There are two threads that run through the Bible that create a tension that is difficult for our finite minds to resolve.  God is sovereign, he is in control.  Man is responsible for the choices they make.  In this story, Rehoboam is doomed before he takes office (God prophesied that 10 tribes would be ripped out of his hands because of Solomon’s sin), yet when you read this chapter you discover that Rehoboam is a total fool.  In what way was Rehoboam responsible for the rebellion that took place?  Why does Jeroboam set up golden calves in Bethel and Dan?  What promise of God has he failed to believe?  
Chapters 13 -14:20 – Judgment on Israel (the Northern Kingdom).  How does God send the message to Israel that their altars in Bethel and Dan will be destroyed and their very kingdom will end?  
Chapter 14:21-30. – The Reign of Rehoboah (the Southern Kingdom).  How does Rehoboam take Judah (the Southern Kingdom) deeper into idol worship?
