Bible Reading Program – John 1-5
It was St Augustine who compared John’s spiritual understanding to the sight an eagle has, he saw far and deep into the mystery of Christ.

Matthew, Mark and Luke are often called “synoptic” because they “see the same things” – they are parallel accounts of the life of Christ.  John’s Gospel is entirely different.  Half of John’s text (the material in the book) is unique to John.

Not Galilee (as synoptics) but Judea (John)
Not Preaching of the Kingdom of God (as synoptics) but revelation of Christ’s person.

Not speaking in parables (as synoptic) but discourses, concepts like life, light, truth, glory.

IT IS THUS VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER 3 GOSPEL ACCOUNTS

Purpose – see John 20:30-31 – he tells us why he wrote the account


Author – see John 21:20-24 – he tells us who wrote it

John reveals Jesus by means of 7 miracles and 7 “I Am” statements – look for them.

The coming of the Son of God (chapters 1-2)

Identity of the Son - what images do you see in chapter 1?  What OT people, events, are referenced?

Authority of the Son – over nature – what parallels do you see here?  

· over “religion” – what is this saying?

Compassion of the Son (chapters 3-5)

Nicodemus by night – lessons to learn from this amazing dialogue with one of the “teachers” of Israel?

Women at the well  - lessons to learn from this fallen woman’s dialogue with Jesus?  Difference between these first two testimonies Jesus gives?

Paralytic at the pool – lessons to learn from this even and Jesus’ corresponding discourse?
