Bible Reading Notes – Isaiah 43-48
 
Chapter 43 – There is no reason to be afraid when you realize what God has done for you!  How many ways in this chapter can we say that God loves us?  God promises to be with you and take you through your troubles.
 
Does God get weary as we do?  40:28
Are we precious in His sight?  43:4
 
In verse 2 what does “When you pass through the waters, I’ll be with you”, refer to?
 
Chapter 44 – The gods of the nations could not predict the future, but the Lord told Isaiah what would happen.  A ruler named Cyrus would conquer Babylon and allow the Jews to return to their land (44:28; 45:1) in 838 BC.
 
The faithfulness of God (verses 1-8).  Once again God reminds His people that He formed them, chose them and would help them.  God meets every need (verses 2-5) and keeps every promise (verse 6-8)
 
Chapter 45 – God makes declarations to Cyrus (verses 1-7), to the Jews (verses 8-19) and to the Gentile nations (verses 20-25) and in these messages he speaks to His people today.  What was His message to Cyrus?  To Israel ?  To the Gentiles?
 
Chapters 46-47 – What is an idol? (44:9-20; 45:15-21; 46:1-7)
God accused Israel of being proud (47:1-3), having no humanity (47:4-7), living for pleasure (47:8-9), and depending on occult practices (47:10-15).  Are these sins all with us today?
 
Chapter 48 – Rebuke: When you end up in trouble because you didn’t listen to sound advice, the last thing you want to hear is somebody saying, “I told you so!”  Do you see this in chapter 48?
 
Refining – It has been a time of refining for the nation, but captivity was about to end.  They have learned to turn from idols and trust Jehovah alone.  Do you see this?
 
Renewing – God declares new things (Isaiah 42:9) and does new things (43:19) and His people can hear new things (verse 48:6).  Verse 48:20 has its parallel in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.  As you obey God, He leads you (verse 48:17), gives you peace (verse 18) and meets your needs (verse 48:21).  No matter how weak you are, you can lean on Him (verse 48:2)
