Bible Reading Notes – Ezekiel 36-42

Intro.  Up until this point in the book, Ezekiel, like many of the prophets of God has focused on God’s judgment on his people.  Israel had broken its marriage covenant with God by shedding innocent blood in the land and by unfaithfully pursuing idols, other gods and other lovers.  At the same time, God had made a promise to the founders of Israel: Abraham, Moses and David that his relationship with his people would last forever.  God could not break the promise he had made, so the judgment of Israel is not final.  After the destruction of Israel and the city of Jerusalem with its temple, a remnant of the nation would remain and a glorious future would rise from the ashes.  In these seven chapters, Ezekiel gives a glimpse of what this future will be.

Chapter 36 – Judgment of Israel’s Oppressors / Restoration of Israel.  Why is God angry with the nations that surrounded Israel?  We know that Israel dishonored God by their unfaithfulness to him and therefore God sent them into exile.  How did Israel profane God’s name while they were in exile?  How did this motivate God to restore Israel?  How does this shed light on God’s motives for sending Jesus to die for us?  What is God’s primary motivation in all that he does?  One of the challenges of reading prophets like Ezekiel is that they often move fluidly from speaking of the present to speaking of the future.  Verses 24-29 speak of what God will do when he brings Israel out of exile.  What time period do you think he is speaking of?

Chapter 37 – Visions of Sticks and Dry Bones.  Who are the bones?  Who are what is the breath?  What does this tell us about ourselves and the God who saves us?  What are the two sticks?  What do the two sticks joined together represent?  What will this new kingdom be like?  What will happen and what will never happen again?  Who do you think this ‘David’ is?  Compare Ezekiel 37:27 to Revelation 21:3.  

Chapters 38 – 39 – Chief Prince Gog of Magog.  Don’t be surprised if you find this chapter very difficult to read as scholars have struggled with it for years.  Interpreters are not sure of the identity of Gog and he may represent the kingdoms of the world that are in opposition to God’s kingdom which was described in chapter 37.  Compare these two chapters to Revelation 20:7-9. What will happen to Gog’s army?  What will Israel and the world learn about God as a result?  

Chapter 40-42 – The New Temple.  I cheated and read ahead a little and found that Ezekiel 43:7 says that this temple is the place where “I (God) will live among the Israelites for ever.”  What do you think this new temple will be?  Compare these three chapters to Revelation 21:9-11.  

