Bible Reading Notes – 2 Kings 22-25
The northern kingdom was destroyed and prophets were predicting the same fate for Judah.  What more could cause the nation to repent? Hezekiah and Josiah were able to stem the tide of evil.  They both repaired the temple and gathered the people for the Passover.  Josiah removed idolatry from the land, but as soon as these good kings were gone, the people again returned to living their own way instead of God’s way – Each individual must live for God in his or her own family, church and nation. 

Sometimes God permits evil men to rules so that He may test His people or chasten them.  We can do very little about world affairs, but we can pray for persons in authority, and be faithful to God. (1 Timothy 2:1-8)

2 Kings 22

Josiah was only 8 years old when he took the throne but began to actively seek the Lord and live for Him sometime in his teen years.

Was his mother a special Godly influence in his life? Jedidah means “beloved” which was the Lord’s pet name for whom?

Can you think of any “mentor” in your life who like Hilkiah the high priest saw to it that you honored the Lord?  In this chapter Hilkiah find the “Book of the Law” in the temple of the Lord.  Imagine losing the Word of God in the house of God.  Have you “lost” the Word of God somewhere, even in the midst of a “religious” life?

2 Kings 23

The priests had permitted idolatrous things to accumulate in the temple.  Josiah gave a good house cleaning!  Perhaps our lives and churches could use a good housecleaning occasionally!

Wasn’t Josiah’s work the result of a prophecy being fulfilled from the years before in 1 Kings 13:1-5?  It is sad that Josiah became proud and dared Pharoah to fight him which led to his death.  2 Chronicles 35.

2 Kings 24-25
A series of weak and ungodly rulers led Judah into ruin as the sins of Manasseh came up form judgment.  As they were led off into captivity, do you think any of the people remembered Solomon’s prayer to God (1 Kings 8:48-53) or God’s message to Solomon (1 Kings 9:1-9)?

When God chastens us, we only make matters worse when we resent it and resist it!
