Bible Reading Notes: Revelation 14-16
Background.  If the book of Revelation has a core message it is this:  God is going to bring judgment on the earth, it will be a time of great suffering and death for all people but God will seal his people during that time.  God’s sealing will not protect His people from suffering and death, but it guarantees that in the end they will stand victorious with God in a brand new heaven and earth purged from all evil.   

We see this pattern throughout the book.  In chapter 6 Jesus, the Lamb opens the seals of His Father’s scroll unleashing great judgment and suffering on the earth, but in chapter 7 when the smoke clears there is a great multitude of people, victorious, dressed in white gathered around the throne.
This pattern continues in chapters 14-16.  Chapter 14 is the conclusion of a vision that began back in chapter 12.  A defeated Satan is cast out of heaven and thrown down to earth.  He makes war on the church, but in the end when the smoke clears, we see the vision again of God’s people sealed and victorious.  

Chapter 14 – Redemption and Judgment.  (14:1-5) Where have we seen the number 144,000 before?  What does it mean? Remember that numbers in Revelation are highly symbolic.  What do you think it means to have God’s name on your forehead?  “New songs” in the Old Testament were sung to celebrate God’s victory over evil (such as God destroying the Egyptian Army in the Red Sea).  What are the 144,000 celebrating here?
(14:6-13) What role do the three angels play?  What is their message to the unbelieving world?  What is their message to the church?  Where have we seen these messages before in the book of Revelation?
(14:14-20)  Scholars have debated for years as to whether this section describes two different harvests (one for the righteous and one for the wicked) or whether it is same harvest repeated twice (judgment on the wicked only).  The background passages for this section are Matthew 13:24-30, Mark 4:26-29 and Joel 3:12-16.  Read these passages and see where you come down in this debate.  Regardless of how you come out in this debate, write in a single sentence the main idea of Revelation 14.  
Revelation 15-16 – The Seven Bowl Judgments.  Chapter 15 starts a new vision and in this vision we see the familiar pattern:  God judges the world (15:1, 15:5-16:21), God’s people are saved (15:2-4).  The classic story of judgment and God’s saving his people is the Exodus story in (Exodus 7 – 15).  God punishes Egypt with plagues because they oppressed God’s people (Israel) and in the process God’s people are rescued.  Compare and contrast Revelation 15:2-4 with Exodus chapters 14 and 15.  Compare and contrast the plagues of Egypt (Exodus chapters 7 – 11) with the Bowl Judgments in Chapter 16.  What lessons can we learn about our future from the Exodus story?
