Bible Reading Notes: Revelation 11-13
The judgments in Revelation are in sevens.  There are 7 seals and the 7th seal contains 7 trumpets and the 7th trumpet contains 7 bowl judgments.  So far, we have read about all seven seals opened and 6 trumpets with angel messengers.  Chapter 10 and part of chapter 11 are parenthetical, that is inserted by John, not directly relating to a judgment …

What is it that the angel tells John?  It sounds like the end is drawing very near.  Chapter 11 is understood by many to refer to the middle of Daniel’s 70th week.  Since a week is 7 years that would make it the last 3 ½ of the tribulation period years (42 months).  

What is happening in the Holy City of Jerusalem?  Why was John measuring the temple?  Do you know any other references for measuring the temple?  (Ezekiel 40, Revelation 21:15-17)

We are introduced to two witnesses.  What do they proclaim?  What is the significance of olive branches?  Zechariah 4:1-5, 11-14 also refers to olive branches.  Do you see a connection?  From whom do these witnesses get their power?  What do we know about who they are?  What happens to them?  Christ’s apostles watched him ascend to heaven, who was looking on this time?  God’s patience has run out , and even the sealed remnant is frightened at the sight of 7000 deaths.

Verse 15 begins with the 7th trumpet.  Why are the 24 elders giving thanks to God?  Do you recognize the wonderful words of Handel’s Messiah?    What did John see in the Heavenly Temple?  The events and details relating to the 7th trumpet and the 7 bowl judgments are continued later in Revelation 16.

Chapters 12 and 13 with the 7 main characters (persons) involved in the end times.  These are mainly involved in the last 42 months (3 ½ years) of the tribulation period.  Can you find these 7 characters?  Whom does each represent?  These events in these chapters are not necessarily in chronological order but talk about events that have already taken place or are going on at the same time as the Trumpets.  

Where does the woman flee too, and for how long?  (See also Matthew 24:15-21, Mark 13:14)  What did the archangel do?  What is Satan like because of this action?  From whom did the Beast receive his power?  What kinds of power will it have?  (see also 1 Thessalonians 2:9-12).  What appears to be the main job of the Beast out of the earth?  He appears to be some sort of religious leader for the Beast out of the sea, often referred to as Anti-Christ.  Can you see why he is called his?  What happens to those who refuse to worship him?  This chapter makes it clear that the final form of world religion prior to Christ’s return will be evil, apostate, and satanic.
