Bible Reading Notes – Isaiah 49-54
Isaiah continues the theme that he started in chapter 42.  Think of this prophecy, this book as a piece of music that has movements and themes that are woven into it.  Judgment upon Babylon was a main theme but then we started to hear a theme of salvation for the nations (Genesis 22:18) – Israel’s original purpose was to bless the world.

Isaiah 49-54.  We will see a series of portraits of God’s servant; the salvation that God has promised will be brought to pass by a “suffering servant”/

Redemption/restoration is accomplished by servanthood/suffering.  Read these chapters looking for a description of this servant.  What do you see?
Can you tell when Isaiah is speaking about the nation of Israel and when he is speaking about a person?  Examples?

Nowhere in the Old Testament will you get a clearer picture of what redemption cost; what was involved in bringing salvation to God’s people and to the world (ready chapter 52-53 in different translations and let what Isaiah is saying sink deep down into your heart).  This is “the appalling gloom that burns and shines with ineffable joy” (G Campbell Morgan.

Isaiah and the New Testament

Isaiah 52:15 …………. Romans 15:21

Isaiah 53:1 ……… John 13:38; Romans 10:16
Isaiah 53:4 …………… Matthew 8:17

Isaiah 53:5,6 …… 1 Peter 2:22-25

Isaiah 53:7, 8 ……….. Acts 8:32-33

Isaiah 53:12 ……. Mark 15:28; Luke 22:37

Read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 as a “servant song” – there are 5 stanzas; each made up of 3 verses.

Note the themes of exaltation, rejection, agony, glory (Philippians 2:5-11; Acts 8:26-38).

This is Isaiah / Israel’s salvation – their Messiah will deliver by suffering; by servanthood not by military strength or worldly power – this is Israel’s glory and the promise to Abraham fulfilled.
