Bible Reading Notes – Ezekiel 8-14
Ezekiel, prophet to the exiles, a long way from home, trained as a priest, now acting as a prophet – must speak God’s word to a still rebellious and idolatrous people.  The saying “That I am the Lord” is found more than 50 times in his book.  Obviously God wants Israel to know, through Ezekiel’s visions, symbolic activities, dramatic actions and prophecies that He is Yahweh, still, even in Babylon.  

Chapter 8: Judah had descended, step by step, into ungodliness and wickedness.  Here their crimes are restated.  Ezekiel, in a way reminiscent of ???? is shown Jerusalem.  What is the purpose of the vision?

Chapter 9:  Now comes a terrifying vision of judgment where “the man clothed in linen (??) marks those who will be spared (reminiscent of ???).  The rest will be struck and executed.  Note God’s judgment against Israel (verse 9).  Why is God so intent to slay so many of His people?

Chapter 10: God’s glory (how described – see also chapter 1) leaves the Temple.  Again, reminiscent of ???  What is Israel supposed to feel, think when they hear this word?

Chapter 11: Judgment on the wicked counselors, one even drops dead (verse 13) but God promises renewal.  Judgment and salvation hand in hand.  (Romans 11:22)

Chapter 12: Ezekiel’s symbolic act: Describe what he acts out and what it means to Israel; also why the play-acting?  How often does Ezekiel do something like this?  There are two in this chapter alone.

Chapter 13:  Give us a job description of a false prophet in Ezekiel’s time.  Why does God have such hatred for them?  How does a true prophet differ?

Chapter 14:  Does this chapter tell us anything about unanswered prayer?  What else do you see about God’s judgment from this chapter?  What is not spared?  What will be spared?  Why?

Notice Ezekiel has 4 visions of Jerusalem in these chapters (8:1-18; 9:1-11; 10:1-22; 11:1-25). Why is this city so central?  What would Ezekiel feel about this?

