Bible Reading Notes – Ezekiel 15-21
While Jeremiah was prophesying in Jerusalem that the city would soon fall to the Babylonians, Ezekiel was giving the same message to the captives who were already in Babylon.  Like those in Jerusalem, the captives stubbornly believed that Jerusalem would not fall and that they would soon return to their land.  

As you read this exciting record, watch Ezekiel fearlessly preach the word of God to the exiled in the streets of Babylon and hear the timeless truth of God’s love and power.  Think about each person’s responsibility to trust God and about the inevitability of God’s judgment against idolatry, rebellion and indifference.

God shaped Ezekiel to fit his mission, a tough and courageous man to reach a hard and stubborn people.  

Ezekiel’s acts of obedience are many.  Can you find one in chapter 19 and another in chapter 21?

You can’t build with wood from vines because it doesn’t lend itself to being cut and shaped.  Also, if the vine doesn’t bear fruit it is useless and that was the condition of God’s people in Ezekiel’s day.  Vines are good for only two things: bearing or burning.  What is chapter 15 is the vine a symbol of?  (See Psalm 80:8-13; Isaiah 5:1-7.)

Chapter 16 continues to find Israel as the unfaithful wife.  In what ways do you see this?  (There are many.) Romans 7:4 finds Paul applying these images to believers.

God used allegories to arouse interest and capture attention in chapter 17.  What does this remind you of with the Master?

Have you ever accused God of not being fair?  God doesn’t take pleasure in sending judgment.  God judges individuals regardless of what their fathers have done.  (see Ezekiel 18:4, 20)

God doesn’t punish the innocent for the guilty except in the case of His Son.

What did the lioness and her cubs symbolize in chapter 19?  This illustration showed that for Judah there was no help for a quick return from exile and no escape from the Babylonian armies.  

Chapter 20 – God gives us repeated “I will” statements.  Why?  Is it really for His name’s sake?  Verse 44.

In the history of Israel, God raised up “gap people” to stay off the judgment.  Can you name some gap people like Moses, Samuel and Jeremiah?  Today (God needs)?  We need people to stand in the gap for what is right.
