Bible Reading Notes – Ezekiel 1-7
Background.  Ezekiel, the son of a priest, is called by God to be His prophet in the final days of the kingdom of Judah.  He is actually already in exile in Babylon (modern day Iraq).  Apparently, Ezekiel was part of the first wave of deportations of people from Judah by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (See 2 Kings 24:8-14 for the full story).  Ezekiel’s primary task is to warn the Jewish exiles in Babylon that the destruction of their beloved Jerusalem is imminent.  
A word about prophets. The prophets of God in the Old Testament served as God’s lawyers in a sense as they were sent to bring charges as God’s people.  Israel (sometimes called Judah) lived in a special relationship with God called a covenant.  From the prophets point of view Israel was “married” to God and their role was to point out that Israel had filled to live up to the terms of their marriage covenant with God.  You’ll notice that the prophet will use language like unfaithful and adultery to describe Israel’s sin.  The prophet’s role was to warn, shock and call the people of God to repentance.  In order to get God’s message across, they often went beyond the spoken word to actions, and even street theater.  Remember when Jesus cleared the temple?  He was playing the role of a prophet.
Chapter 1 – God Appears to Ezekiel.  What do you notice about God’s appearance in Ezekiel’s vision?  Compare Ezekiel’s vision to Daniel’s vision of God in Daniel 7:13-15 and John’s vision in Revelation 4?  Do the three visions share anything in common?  Why do you think God appeared to Ezekiel before he sends him on his prophetic mission?
Chapters 2-3 – Ezekiel receives his call to be a prophet.  What will make Ezekiel’s mission so difficult?  Can you feel the weight that God has placed on his shoulders?  Who or what is giving Ezekiel power and direction (hint: it is the same person that empowered and directed Jesus and His church)?
Chapters 4-7 – Ezekiel’s First Prophecies.  You’ll notice that the first prophecies fall into the category of street theater.  What are the charges that God levels against Judah in these prophecies?  Why is God angry?  (Chapter 4) What is the significance of the model of Jerusalem that Ezekiel builds?  Lying on his side?  The food that he eats?  (Chapter 5) What is the significance of Ezekiel’s shaved hair?  Why is 1/3 burned, 1/3 hacked with a sword and 1/3 scattered to the wind?  (Chapter 6 and 7) Why is Ezekiel asked to prophesy against the mountains of Israel?  Is this truly the end or are there signs of God’s mercy and faithfulness?  What is the ultimate purpose for God’s judgment?  (Hint: Read the final verses of chapters 6 and 7)
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