Bible Reading Notes – Exodus 25-30

Note to Reader.  This section at first glance will appear dry because it contains specific and detailed instructions on how God was to be worshipped by the people of Israel.  These chapters describe an approach to God that is far removed from our experience and it will be difficult to relate to.  But Jesus tells us that the Old Testament, all of it, the Psalms, the Law (of which Exodus is a part) and the Prophets testify about Him.  Lurking in these seemingly mundane details are glimpses of Jesus and when you see them they can be quite breathtaking.  Take the time to read these chapters, ask lots of questions and pray that the Holy Spirit will open your eyes.  The rewards will be worth it.

Questions to ponder while you read.  

· Why do you think God went to such detail in his instructions on building the Tabernacle (and all the furnishings) and the dress and establishment of the priesthood? (Read Hebrews 9, especially verse 24 to help you with this question.)    

· Did Jesus give the church detailed instructions on how to conduct a worship service, build a church building and how elders and pastors were to dress? Why do you think this is? 

· What kinds of designs are worked into the Ark of the Covenant (25:10-22 – Note: cherubim are angelic creatures who stand in God’s presence in heaven, the testimony refers to the stone tablets that contained the 10 Commandments)? The Lampstands (25:26-31)? The priests’ clothing (28:1-42)?  What is God trying to communicate with these designs? 

· Some instructions (28:35; 28:42-43; 30:20-21) came with the threat of death if they were not carried out correctly.  What do these commands tell us about the way God was to be approached?  Has Jesus changed how we approach God?

· Why do you think blood plays such a prominent role in the consecration of the priests (29:1-46)?

· Where did the materials for building the Tabernacle come from (25:1-4; 12:35-36)?  Where did the money come from to maintain the priests and the Tabernacle (30:11-16, Note: atonement means a sacrifice that turns away God’s anger)?  
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