Bible Reading Program – Daniel 8-12

Introduction.  Daniel lives in a time of great upheaval.  He is born in the land of Israel, but his homeland is conquered by Babylon and he is forced to relocate to a country hundreds of miles to the east.  Daniel enters the service of the king of Babylon, only to see that king overthrown and to find that he now lives in a new empire.  In a world of war it may have been hard to imagine that the God of Israel was still Lord of the nations.  In chapters 8-12, God pulls back the curtain for Daniel and allows him to see the present and the future from His point of view.  The world looks like chaos, but God is on the throne. He is the one who raises up kings and brings them down.  In the end, all kingdoms of the world will pass away and God’s kingdom alone will remain.  

The Historical Setting behind Daniel’s visions.  It is impossible to make sense of Daniel’s visions unless you understand the history of Daniel’s time.  Here is a brief outline of the events that occurred during Daniel’s lifetime and in the years that followed.  If you match these events to the prophetic visions you are going to be amazed at the detailed amount of information that Daniel had of the future.  What does this tell you about the power of God over the flow of human history?

· Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon conquered Jerusalem and Daniel was one of many young Jewish officials that were deported to serve in Babylon.

· The Medes and the Persians.  A coalition of the Medes and Persians rose up and conquered the Babylonian Empire in 539 BC.  Their first king was a Mede named Darius, but all the subsequent kings were Persian (Cyrus was the first).

· The Greeks.  In 330 BC, Alexander the Great swept eastward and with lightning speed (6 years) conquered the Persian Empire.    Alexander died at the age of 33 and his empire was divided among four of his generals.  Two of the four kingdoms figure prominently in Daniel’s visions.  The Seleucid Empire based in Syria is referred to as the “North Kingdom” and the Ptolemies of Egypt are “the kingdom of the South”.  These two kingdoms were long at war with each other until a dominant figure emerged from the Seleucid Empire named Antiochus Epiphanies.  Antiochus believed himself to be a god.  In anger for having the Romans prevent his invasion of Egypt, he abolished sacrifices in Jerusalem,  sacrificed a pig on the altar and performed human sacrifice to Zeus.  Antiochus was overthrown in a revolt by the Maccabees (a family of Jewish priests) and temple worship was restored.

· The Romans.  In 63 BC, the Romans conquered Israel and destroyed the Greek Empire.  Rome was the most feared empire that had emerged in that part of the world.  

The Vision of the Ram and the Goat (8:1-27).  Based on the history of Daniel’s time and your reading of the chapter, who is the ram?  Who is the goat?  What are the four horns of the goat?  Who do think is the wicked king in chapter 3?  Human history tells us that Rome and the Maccabees stopped Antiochus, but whom does the vision credit in verse 25?

Daniel’s Prays and God Answers (9:1-27).  What prompts Daniel to pray? Notice that Daniel prays for something that God has already promised.  What does this teach us about prayer?  On basis does Daniel appeal to God?  On what basis does God answer our prayers?  What impact did Daniel’s prayer have on heaven?  Gabriel, the angel of God (who is the same angel who appeared to Joseph and Mary) gives a prophecy of seventy “sevens”.  This is a hotly debated and difficult prophecy to interpret, but here a few simpler questions:  Who is the anointed one?  What event do you think the phrase “the Anointed One will be cut off” refers to?

Daniel’s Vision of a Man (10:1-12:13).  Judging by Daniel’s reaction, who do you think the man with “a face like lightning” is?  Compare this story with Revelation 1:12-18.  Why was the angel delayed for three weeks?  Who or what is the prince of Persia (10:13)? How does this section change your perspective of the flow of human history?  What period of history is covered by 11:2-35?  Prophecy like Daniel often shifts time periods without warning the reader.  What time period is described in 11:36-12:13?  What is Daniel’s final hope to cling in a world that is in upheaval?  What is our final hope?   

