Bible Reading Notes – Amos 1-5

When we hear “he is a man of God”, the images that come to mind are Billy Graham, Mother Theresa or a Christian mission work who preaches and teaches as a vocation.  Was this Amos’ vocation?  How did he accomplish great things for God?  Wasn’t he just another lay person?

Amos speaks with brutal frankness in denouncing sin.  How did he get the people to listen?  Are many of the conditions in Israel during Amos’ time evident in today’s society?

He denounced luxury and urged the people to care for the poor of the land.  He particularly condemned their expensive houses (3:15, 5:11), their drinking (4:1), their complacency (6:1) and their costly parties.  The rich exploited the poor (5:11-15), yet those wealthy people were “religious” and participated faithfully in temple services.  Their “religion” was only a masquerade to cover their sins!  This book contains eight accusations (chapters 1-2), three messages about the sins of Israel (chapters 3-6) and five visions of future judgment later on in chapters 7-9.  The name Amos means “to be burdened” and he certainly was for the sins of his people.  
As you read Amos’ book, put yourself in the place of those Israelites and listen to God’s message.  Have you grown complacent?  Have other concerns taken God’s place in your life?  Do you ignore those in need?  Picture yourself as Amos, faithfully doing what God calls you to do!
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