Bible Reading Notes: 2 Kings 15-21
Background.  2 Kings 15-21 speaks of the final days of the Kingdom of Israel (the Northern Kingdom that broke off from Judah) and the beginning of the end of the kings of Judah.  As you read through these chapters you’ll notice that there are some stock phrases that are used to evaluate each king as a righteous or unrighteous king:
· Righteous kings are described as “doing right in the eyes of the Lord.”  This usually means that they had rid the country of all idol worship and made sure that the Lord was worshipped exclusively in their realm.  Sometimes the righteous kings are criticized for not “removing the high places.”  In the book of Deuteronomy, the Jews were required to offer sacrifices 3 times a year at the temple only.  High places were created to make worship more convenient. It saved you a trip to Jerusalem.  They were still worshipping the Lord, but they were worshipping God in the wrong place.  Those who went all the way and removed the high places were said to be righteous like “King David.” 
· Wicked kings are described as those who “do evil in the eyes of the Lord.”  They are usually condemned for one of two sins.  

· “He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam”.  Jeroboam was the first king of the Northern Kingdom that broke away from Judah.  Although God had promised him the kingdom he feared that having his people travel to Jerusalem in Judah to worship God would endanger their loyalty.  He built two golden calves one in Bethel and the other in Dan (in the Northern Kingdom) and told his people to worship the Lord there.   They still worship the God of Israel, but they worship him as if he was an idol.
· “He followed the detestable ways of the nations the Lord had driven out before the Israelites.”  This means that the King had gone back to worshipping the gods of the area including Baal, Asherah and other local gods.  Notice how awful some of the practices were.
The Death of the Northern Kingdom of Israel – 2 Kings 15-17

A new power comes on the scene, the Assyrian Empire.  They were most feared military machine at that time.  It is this country that God will use to bring  judgment to the Northern Kingdom and challenge the faith of Judah.  

· What do you notice about the final kings of Israel?  What sins do they commit?
· What was the root of King Ahaz’s sin?  Where does he place his faith and trust? 
· Why is that no matter how evil the kings of Judah are, their sons always become king after them?  Why doesn’t this apply to the kings of the Northern Kingdom of Israel?
· In chapter 17 what reasons does the author give for the destruction of Israel and the exile of its people?
· Is the knowledge of God completely wiped out in Israel?  
King Hezekiah – The Diamond in the Rough – 2 Kings 18-20
The writer of 2 Kings heaps praise on Hezekiah:  2 Kings 18:5 Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel.  There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either before him or after him.
· How is Hezekiah’s trust in God expressed in his actions?  How does God respond to his faith?
· How is Hezekiah’s faith expressed in his prayers?  What do you notice about his prayers?  How does he pray?  How does God respond to his prayers?  What can Hezekiah teach us about prayer and faith?
· Compare and contrast Hezekiah to his father Ahaz.
Imagine that you are standing on the walls of your city surrounded by a vastly superior military force.  They are telling you to surrender, but God tells you to stand firm.  If you are wrong everyone dies.  Where do you find the faith to stand?
The Beginning of the End for Judah – 2 Kings 21

· What signs do you see that time is running out for Judah?  
