Bible Reading Notes – Daniel 1-7
Chapter 1 is a historical introduction to Daniel the person.  What do you learn about him other than the fact that he is a captive, probably taken during during the first siege of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar?  Daniel and his friends had their names changed because they all had meanings related to God (El) or Yahweh (abbreviated iah).  Their new names referenced the Babylonian gods.  What was Daniel’s first conflict he faced?  (Exodus 34:15, Proverbs 20:1, Isaiah 5:11).  Is this teaching the benefits of a vegetarian diet or the blessings of obedience to God?

Chapter 2.  While the first chapter is written in Hebrews, beginning at 2:4 it changes to Aramaic, the language of Babylon and remains in Aramaic through 7:28.  These are the chapters which concern the peoples of Babylon.  What was the problem Daniel had in regards to king’s dream?  What was about to happen to him and his friends?  What was their decision?  Can you find 7 things that Daniel attributed to God (21-22).  Note Daniel’s humility in 2:30.  Since beasts are often symbols for empires in the bible compare the dream with history. Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greek, and Roman empires. The Romans were the strongest of the four initially. Then during the ten empires represented by the toes, a stone smashes the feet of the statue. Who is the stone? Mountain is sometimes used as a symbol for a kingdom (Isaiah 2:2, Rev 11:15, Rev. 19:11-20) Who is in control here? This signifies the end of Gentile rule. Is this a gradual thing or sudden event? Has that happened yet? Not the kings level of belief (2:47) god of gods, and Daniels reward.
Chapter 3 deals with the pride of Nebuchadnezzar and the choice of loyalty to God or man., whereas chapter 2 showed that God grants his wisdom to  those who faithfully serve Him and cry out to Him. What was used as a call to worship the image? When the king gives them a second chance to bow down note how he taunts their god. there God was able, but they did not know the outcome, only their discussion to remain obedient, not because of what God would do for them, but for love of God. why do you think the forth person appeared like a son of god? note the kings level of understanding in 3:28 He is the master of angels and responds to faith. God is patiently working, but he does not accept forced worship.

Chapter 4 more than likely occurs years after the event s of chapter 3. why do you think Daniel chose this proclamation of the king to include in his writings? I am sure there were many over the years. The king’s vision, Daniel’s interpretation, and it’s fulfillment are all included in this chapter. Note Daniel’s attitude toward the king and the dream in verse 27. you would expect him to have a sense of pleasure or satisfaction that God was bringing this upon the king. How did the king respond? What marked the end of God’s patients with the king’s arrogance? What brought about the restoration of the king’s right to rule? 4:34-37 Does the king finally comprehend who God is? Is there any room for God when our lives are filled with pride?

Chapter 5 Again there is a time lapse between chapter 4 and 5, about 25 years and three other kings ruled leading to the deterioration of the Babylonian empire. As the Persian army approached what did Belshazzar do that showed his contempt for the power of other empires? What did he do to show his contempt for God? terrified by the hand writing on the wall, but even more frightened by what? According to 23-24 whose hand was writing on the wall and why? How long did it take for this prophecy to come to pass? Does this also fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy in Isa.47? History records that under the leadership of Cyrus the Persians snuck into Babylon by diverting the River Euphrates. Compare this judgment of God with Rev 16:12-16, Rev19:15-16 God is sovereign and moves according to his predetermined plan.

Chapter 6 Daniel and the den of lions is probably one of the more familiar stories in the Bible. Daniel at this time was well over eighty years old. Because of his experience in leadership, and his prediction of Persian victory, he was appointed by Darius to head up he reorganization of this newly conquered territory. Friction and jealousy arose among the other administrators, Daniel was favored by the king. Where have you seen that before? What lie did the other administrators tell? What characteristics does Daniel exhibit when he learns the decree has been signed? Notice how Darius addresses Daniel the following morning. Daniel was able to stand strong in the conflicts that came into his life from being tempted to eat the kings food at 16 to staring death in the face in his 80s because of his relationship with God

Chapter 7 in this chapter Daniel is given a vision of four beats. The great sea mentioned in verse 2 is an image used to describe what? Matt 13:47, Rev 13:1. The first beast as in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream represented Babylon (the symbols of which were the lion and eagle). Compare verse two with Dan 4:16 What does the command at the end of verse 5 suggest? The third was a leopard (swiftness). The Greeks under Alexander took only four years to conquer all of medo-Persia. The four beats in this chapter are described by what they do and how they do it, whereas the vision of chap 2 showed the outward shiny, magnificent appearance of the empires. Can you find at least four characteristics of the ruler represented  as the little horn? v8, 20, 21,24,25. See also Rev 13. The vision of the coming of the Son of Man in Glory7:9-14(Rev/19:11-21) The stone cut out without hands will judge the world powers and destroy the Beast. We can rely on His word being fulfilled. In spite of being captive, and living in heathen land for over 60 years, Daniel stood firm in his worship and obedience of His God. he did not comprise for personal gain or out of fear…Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone, Dare to have a purpose firm, Dare to make it known. 
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