
1 Samuel 1:1-20     The Birth of Samuel(Originally 1 & 2 Samuel were one book until the time of the Septuagint (LXX).  As translated during the renaissance, the Catholic version (Douay-Rheims in 1610) joined 1 & 2 Samuel with 1 & 2 Kings rendering 4 books of the Kings.  j.t.)From the Archaeological Bible p. 395 some background information.  “We do not know who wrote 1 and 2 Samuel, which were named after the judge and prophet God used to establish Israel’s monarchy. Originally these now separated sections comprised one book, which was divided in to two parts by the translators of the Septuagint (early Greek translation of the OT).  Based upon the wide span of history covered in 1 and 2 Samuel – from the days of Eli (1 Sa. 1) to the end of David’s reign (2 Sa. 24) – we know that no single writer or compiler could have been alive to record all of this information upon direct knowledge.  “Some features of 1 Samuel suggest that several independent, unedited sources, including firsthand accounts, were used, possibly at times verbatim, in the author’s compositions.  Scholars sometimes speak of the “Succession Narrative” (2 Sa. 9 – 1 Kings. 2) as being a single-source document, but this viewpoint is debated.  The writers/compilers certainly referenced the historical records of Samuel, Saul and David.“The book of 1 Samuel (as well as its various sources) was evidently written between the end of David’s life and some point during Solomon’s reign.  We cannot pinpoint exact dates because the data is insufficient to build a precise chronology.  David’s birth and the length of his reign are certain (cf. 2 Sa. 5:4-5), but most other dates are not – including that of Saul’s ascension to the throne and the end of his reign.  Adding to these chronological challenges is the lack of dates for Samuel’s birth and death.  To complicate the situation still further, the editors/compilers of 1 Samuel did not always arrange their material in strict chronological sequence.  The following proposed dates provide a helpful framework:
• Birth of Samuel, about 1105 B.C.
• Birth of Saul, about 1080 B.C.
• Birth of David, 1040 B.C.
• David anointed to be Saul’s successor, about 1025 B.C.
• End of David’s reign, 970 B.C. “The original audience of 1 Samuel consisted of the Israelites who lived during the reigns of David and Solomon, as well as of their successive generations.  The stories in this book spoke most directly to Israelites who lived while the monarchy was being established, particularly in light of the fact that the account legitimized God’s choice of David (16:13).“During this period (c. the eleventh century B.C.) no superpower overshadowed the region now known as Palestine.  Consequently, led by David, Israel used its opportunities to subdue other nations in Canaan. The Philistines, however, who lived in the coastal areas along the Mediterranean Sea, proved to be a resilient and persistent enemy.  The book of 1 Samuel introduces Samuel and goes on to explore the tension between covenant loyalty to God and human kingship.  King Saul generally disobeyed God, so God set plans in motion for David to become Israel’s next king.”  The Archaeological Bible p. 395.  [Just an aside about this last statement – the monarchy had to move from [the tribe of] Benjamin (Saul) to [the tribe of ] Judah (David) because “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;your father’s sons shall bow down before you.Judah is a lion’s cub;from the prey, my son, you have gone up.He stooped down; he crouched as a lionand as a lioness; who dares rouse him?The scepter shall not depart from Judah,Writing Group June 14, 2011 Page 1



nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,until tribute comes to him;and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.”  Gen. 49:8-10 [ESV]This prophecy was made about 1689 B.C. almost 600 years before the birth of Samuel.  j.t.]
Notes from the ESV Study Bible p.486: “The purpose of the book of 1 Samuel is to highlight two major events: first, the establishment of the monarchy in Israel (chs. 8-12); and second, the preparation of David  
to sit on the royal throne after Saul (chs. 16-31).  Saul Was rejected by the Lord in favor of David (chs. 15-16) event tough, humanly speaking, he stayed on the throne until his death at Mount Gilboa (ch. 31). Later in 2 Samuel 7 God promises David and his house an eternal dynasty.  In these two central events the role of the prophet Samuel was very important because he had anointed first Saul, then David, as king over the covenant people.  The book of 1 Samuel establishes the principle that the king in Israel is to be subject to the word of God as conveyed through his prophets.  In other words, obedience to the word of God is the necessary condition for a king to be acceptable to the God of Israel.  This is what Jesus the Messiah-King did in his life of obedience to God the Father, even up to ‘death on a cross’ (Phil. 2:8).  First and Second Samuel deal with a transitional period in the history of ancient Israel – the transition from the priest Eli to the judge Samuel, then from the judge Samuel to the king Saul, and then from Saul to David, who founded the dynasty that would last as long as the kingdom of Judah.  The prophet Samuel thus functions as the link between the judgeship and the kingship.  The kingdom of Saul was transitional in a further sense: it was more than a loose confederation that gathered together when there was a common threat, but it was not a period of strong central rule such as existed later.  The story of the rise of David in the second half of 1 Samuel prepares for the full-scale kingship of David in 2 Samuel.”
1 Samuel 1:1-20Elkanah (meaning: acquired by God, i.e. perhaps in exchange for firstborn [Num. 3:15; 45] a son of Korah – The Companion Bible p. 367) was a well-to-do man from “the hill country of Ephraim” (v.1) who had two wives: Hannah (meaning Grace) and Peninnah (meaning Pearl).  He was of the tribe of Levi, of the sons of Korah – those who waited on the Lord in the tabernacle.  Like Jacob’s two wives, one was favored and one was not.  Hannah, though she had no children, was more favored than Peninnah, who had a brood of young.  While the story of Samuel’s origins has some similarity to Jacob’s life, the story also bears some resemblance to the origins of John the Baptist almost a thousand years later.  Hannah and Elizabeth were “barren”.  Both women bore sons and both were dedicated to the Lord from an early age.  Both were prophets and both played key roles in the Davidic monarchy: Samuel to establish David and John the Baptist to announce the coming of the Messiah, David’s successor.  Probably because she was not (as) favored as Hannah, Peninnah used to provoke Hannah to tears each year when the “family” went up to Shiloh (i.e., “where the tabernacle and the ark were” The Companion Bible p. 367) to make their offerings to the Lord.  [There is a similarity here between Sarah and Hagar too!]  Evidently this was rather acute for Hannah for she went into the temple to ask the Lord to bless her with a son, and if he did so, she would dedicate all his life to the service of the Lord.  Eli, the chief priest was very old and his eyesight wasn’t what it used to be, so when he saw Hannah praying (for she was moving her lips but not speaking aloud) he mistook her to be drunk.  He admonished her against such behavior whereupon she told him of her plea to God.  Eli sends her off with his blessing and a hope that God would “visit” her.Well, he did.  By the time of the next yearly sacrifice, Hannah had delivered of a son whom she named Samuel (meaning “asked of God”, or “God-heard” The Companion Bible p. 367).  Hannah’s plan is to wean her son and then leave him at the temple.  Her reproach is removed.  Hannah was blessed with three more sons and two daughters.  Why was Hannah so eager to “lend” her son [for the rest of his life] to the 
Lord from such an early age?  (I think it was a couple of things: an act of thanksgiving for removing her Writing Group June 14, 2011 Page 2



reproach; and an act of faith that the Lord would use and bless Samuel in his service to God.  Her prayers were heard (and answered) which might serve as encouragement to others who knew of her plight.
1 Samuel 1:21-2:10             Hannah’s “Magnificat” (Song)Once her son is weaned, Hannah, in fulfillment of her vow, returns to Shiloh with a generous sacrifice and dedicates Samuel to the Lord (all the days of his life).  She reacquaints herself with Eli and reminds him of her experience in the temple the previous year.  Perhaps Mary, Jesus’ mother, was familiar with Hanna’s Song when she composed her “Magnificat”; the parallels are striking: Hannah  (1 Samuel 2:1-10) ESV Mary   (Luke 1:46-55) ESV1.  My heart exults in the Lord 46.  My soul magnifies the Lord   my strength is exalted in the Lord. 47.    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior My mouth derides my enemies   because I rejoice in your salvation.2.  There is none holy like the Lord; 49. for he who is mighty has done great things for me   there is none besides you;    and holy is his name   there is no rock like our God.3.  Talk no more so very proudly, 51.  He has shown strength with his arm;   let not arrogance come from your mouth    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of theirfor the Lord is a God of knowledge,    hearts;   and by him actions are weighed.4.  The bows of the mighty are broken, 52.  He has brought down the mighty from their    but the feeble bind on strength. thrones and exalted those of humble estate;
5.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread 53.  He has filled the hungry with good things,  The barren has borne seven,    and the rich he has sent away empty.   but she who has many children is forlorn6.  The Lord kills and brings to life; 50.  And his mercy is for those who fear him   he brings down to Sheol and raises up    from generation to generation.7.  The Lord makes poor and makes rich; v. 53.   he brings low and he exalts.8.  He raises up the poor from the dust; v. 53   he lifts the needy from the ash heap   to make them sit with princes   and inherit a seat of honor.
1 Samuel 2:12-26    Eli and his worthless sonsvv. 2:12-17  At this time (the time of Eli and Samuel) Israel was not a cohesive state and, in fact, was rather lawless.  The period of the Judges demonstrated that Israel was rejecting God as king and was drifting toward a monarchy.  The Levites were the only tribe which was interspersed throughout Israel; they represented the only socio-religious “structure” in Israel.  As a result, corruption began to appear in Israel beginning with the Levites.  Eli’s (the high priest) sons (Hophni and Phinehas) were corrupt and Writing Group June 14, 2011 Page 3



made a mockery of the sacrificial system established in the law.  “Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of the Lord, for the men treated the offering of the Lord with contempt.” (1 Sa. 2:17 ESV)vv. 2:18-21  Every year Hannah and Elkanah would return to Shiloh for their sacrifices and Hannah would bring Samuel a robe.  He was clothed in an “ephod” which is a priestly garment for he was “ministering before the Lord” (v. 18).  “And the young man Samuel grew in the presence of the Lord.”     (v. 21).  So while Samuel was growing “both in stature and in favor with the Lord and also with man”, Eli’s sons were being drawn away.   A very similar description is applied to Jesus’ early years. (See Luke 2:52)vv. 22-25 Eli tries to reform his wayward sons but to no avail.  “But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for it was the will of the Lord to put them to death.” (v. 25b) Eli raises one very important question:  If someone sins against a man, God will mediate for him, but if someone sins against the 
Lord, who can intercede for him?  (Of course, there is no sin, transgression, or offense which, ultimately, is not against God.)
What does “They [Eli’s sons] did not know the Lord.” [v.12] mean?  
1 Samuel 2:27-36   The Lord Rejects Eli’s HouseholdThe Lord uses a “man of God” (prophet) to speak to Eli a stern warning.  The words are pointed and condemning and final:  “Did I indeed reveal myself…?”  “Did I choose him…to go up…to burn…to wear an ephod before me?” (v.28)  “Why then do you scorn my sacrifices and my offerings… and honor your sons above me…? (v. 29)  “Far be it from me, for those who honor me I will honor, and those who despise me  
shall be lightly esteemed.”  (v. 30b emphasis added)  “I will cut off your strength and the strength of your father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house.” (v. 31)  “Then in distress…envious eye…and there shall not be…forever.” (v. 32)  “The   only one  …whom I shall not cut off…spared to weep his eyes out to grieve his heart, and all the descendants of your house shall die by the sword of men.” (v. 33 emphasis added)  “…your two sons… shall die on the same day.” (v. 34)   Would Jesus have used the 
same language?  Where is the hope in this passage?  (“I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind.” v. 35)
1 Samuel 3:1-21      Samuel’s Call“And the word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.” (v. 3:1)  The period of the Judges is passing and the day of the prophet is dawning.  [ESV Notes p. 496: “3:1-4:1a  Call of Samuel as a  
Prophet.  This passage tells how the Lord called Samuel to be a prophet – the prophet who will anoint the first two legitimate kings of Israel.  As a true prophet, he must speak the words of God and never hide them; Israel is to respond by believing these words and obeying them.  God repeats his judgment on the house of Eli (2:27-36); foreshadowing his rejection of the house of Saul.  The passage begins with a situation (‘the word of the Lord was rare,’ 3:1), which God then relieves (3:19-4:1a).  The Lord calls Samuel three times, each call increasing in intensity; but Samuel thinks it is only his foster father Eli who is calling.  Finally the elderly Eli perceives who is calling, and Samuel receives his first communication from the Lord.  The events of 4:1b-7:1 probably takes place while Samuel is growing up, before he is established as a prophet.  He reappears in 7:3.”The “young man” [ESV]; “child” [KJV] “boy” [NIV] Samuel was ministering to the Lord… v. 1.  However you slice it, Samuel is somewhere between a boy and a young man – let’s say in his late teens.  He has been with Eli in the temple (tabernacle) for many years and Eli is to him as a parent.  The Lord calls Samuel to be a prophet and the first prophecy he must make is against his foster father.  Through the use of a curse Eli forces Samuel to reveal what the Lord has said.  “Then the Lord said to Samuel,…‘And I declare unto him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them.  Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever’” [1 Sam. 3:11,13-14 ESV]  Blasphemy carries a heavy price.Writing Group June 14, 2011 Page 4



“And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.  And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the Lord.  And the Lord appeared again at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the Lord.”  (1 Sam. 3:19-21 ESV)
1 Samuel 4:1-11    The Philistines Capture the Arkvv. 1-10  The Israelites manage to come into conflict with the Philistines.  How the conflict started is anyone’s guess, the upshot is that the Israelites are defeated and lose about four thousand men.  Then they come up with this brainstorm to bring the Ark of the Covenant to the battlefield more as a talisman than as an act of faith.  Both the Hebrews and Philistines think that the Lord will help Israel to prevail. The Philistines take courage and fight against Israel and defeat them – 30,000 men of Israel fell that day.
Why did Israel lose?  Why did this strategy not work?  What lesson was being taught?  The Philistines capture the Ark and, as a sideline, the two sons of Eli are killed on the same day.
1 Samuel 4:12-22   The Death of EliA messenger fleeing from the battle happens upon Eli, who at this point is very old (98 years old) and heavy.  The courier tells Eli of the defeat of the Israelites, the capture of the Ark, and the death of his two sons.  So overcome was Eli that he fell over backward from his seat and broke his neck and died.  Too many prophecies fulfilled in one day; but we’re not done yet.  Phinehas’ wife was at the point of delivery and she gave birth to a son whom she named Ichabod “saying ‘The glory has departed from Israel!’ because the ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her husband.  And she said, ‘The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.’”  [1 Sam. 4:21-22]  [It is important to note that the naming of children in the OT is for more significant than it is to us today.  j.t.] 
What does this scene tell us about how we should approach God?  Does this conflict with Hebrews 
4:16 [“Let us then with confidence (“come boldly” KJV) draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”]?  How can we apply these events to our own 
lives?  How does this ancient event impact our lives?  Do you see the “living word” in 1 Samuel?
Background – The Tabernacle at Shiloh
“1 Samuel 3  Shiloh is identifiable from the description in Judges 21:19 [“‘But look, there is the annual festival of the Lord in Shiloh, to the north of Bethel, and east of the road that goes from Bethel to Shechem, and to the south of Lebonah.’” NIV] and by the name preserved in Arabic form at Khirbet Seilun, 18 miles (29 km) north of Jerusalem.  It was the Israelite shrine at which the tabernacle was installed (Jos. 18:1). At a yearly festival there the young virgins would dance (Jdg. 21:19-21).  Elkanah and his family visited Shiloh annually, and Hannah placed the boy Samuel in the care of the priest Eli there (1 Sa. 1-3).  It appears that the Philistines destroyed Shiloh after capturing the ark of the covenant in battle at Ebenezer (4:1-7:2).  The city’s only mention in later Biblical history is as the hometown of the prophet Ahijah during the reign of Jeroboam I (1 Ki. 14:4) and as an example of God’s judgment on his sanctuary (Ps. 78:60; Jer. 7:12-14; 26:6).“Archaeological findings correspond quite well to the Biblical record.  Work by Danish excavators (1926-1932) and by Bar Ilan University (1981 onward) demonstrate that Shiloh was used as a cultic center by pre-Israelite occupants during the Middle Bronze Age.  Evidence suggests that its use as a sanctuary continued into the Late Bronze Age.  This suggests some continuity between pre-Israelite and Israelite usage: A site that had been regarded as sacred prior to the Israelite arrival became the place where the tabernacle remained.“Archaeology can tell us nothing about worship at Shiloh, and no vestiges of the original tabernacle remain.  We can only infer the type of worship practiced there from what we read in various Biblical texts, especially 1 Samuel 1.  Verse 3 of this chapter suggests that pious Israelites were expected to make at least one annual pilgrimage to the Shiloh shrine, and verse 11 demonstrates that they commonly went there to make a vow.  This chapter also indicates that lay people, including women, were able to approach Writing Group June 14, 2011 Page 5



fairly close to the main shrine itself (vv. 9, 12).  Priests and others who ministered there apparently lived in the immediate vicinity, some ever sleeping within its precincts (3:1-3).  Women served there, but, tragically, some priests took advantage of their authority and committed immoral acts with them (2:22).”The Archaeological Bible p. 401)
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